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We are better for knowing Dave Lewis

By TOM WILLIAMS
Sparts Columnist

A Tew days before he died
last week after a long bout
wilh cancer, Oakeresl boys
baskeiball coach Dave
Lewis was al Richiard Stock-
on College w wateh his Fal-
cons play in a high school
league. He had come di-
rectly to Stockion from the
hospital, where he had re-
ceived one of the many medi-
cal treatments he had en-
dured over the past year

That is a perfect descrip-
tion of Lewis and his dodi-
calion = his dedication o
the basketball program at
Oakerest, his dedication o
the yvoung athletes of the
Cape-Atlantic League. his
dedication 0 his family, his
dedication o life.

Lewis hecame the head
conch at Oukeorest seven
vears ago. He basically
switched places with Jon
Evans, an athlete he had
voached at Mamland, Evans
had been the Falcons head
coach and Lewis was a
Mainland assistant. When
Evans left to return 1o his
alma mater, Lewiz applied for
and was hired as his replace-
ment at Oakenest

In it history, Cakorest had
gualified for the NISTAA
basketball toumament five
nimes in the 24 seasons be-
fore Lewis became the head
coich, He promptly took
them mioe the post senson six
straight years. His leams won
92 pames in his seven sca-
AN, pl.ly:ltl_s_‘ 4:.:;:i|h.! I|I.|;
wugh CAL Amencan and a
challenging lineup of mon-
vonlerence Opponcnis
Thronghout his first (wio sea-
sons, whenever be was given
credit for his accomplish-
menis, he poinded o Evans,
saying thit he had organieed
the program and set the im-
provements  in modion
While there was some wath
1o that. it was another ex-
ample of this man with vir-
ity no ¢go

Lewis loved the Board-
walk Basketball Classic in

Oakcrest coach dies following surgery

By STEVE BELL
Staff Writer

HAMILTON TOWNSHP _ Oakeresi High School boys varsity head coach Dave Lewis
dicd Tucsday, Junc 17 from complications following abdominal surgery.
Lewis, who is survived by his wifie, Beth and his four children, Rebecca, Rachel, Emaly

amd Dividd, was 58,

Lewis taught and coached at Oakcrest for seven years and had been diagnosed with
multiple myoma, a disease that attacks the hody’s while blood cells.

Through his ordeal Lewis found the strength and fonimde o coach from the sidelines
for a few games last scason. His presence offered inspiration and leadership o the Fal-

cons basketball team.

Lewiz was also a Viemam Veteran and recently recenved the Charley Dinsmore Cour-
age Award at a Coaches vs. Cancer event held at the Palesira in Philidelplia,

Oakerest coabed at Mainland Regiomal High School before be came 10 Oukorest.

Beth Lewis remembered her hushand as a man who abways found tme for the develop-
et of children, She was reminded just how he had touched the lives of many young

people.

“"He was a grea norurer and role model for the kids,” she said. "He had a tremendous
impact on a ot of kids” hves™

Lewis was buried at Veterans Cemetery in at the Atlantic Coundy Park m Estell Manor
following a ceremony at the Central United Methodist Church in Linwood.

Wildwood. He loved the
competition, the geality of
the event and the opporiu-
nily 1o se¢ ong game afler
another. He spent a lot of
time in the Wildwonds Con-
vention Center  between
Christmas and New Years
Eve, including the day when
he left the hospital and came
dhvwn fo comch his eam in a
champicnship pame
Before he bhecame the
coaxch ot Oakerest. and be-
fore he was an assistant (o
Whitey Haak ai Mainland,
Lewis was parl of Sam
Bowa®s siaff at Mainland
They wok over ihe progrim
aml. starting with a talented
group of freshmen. went
through some stnuggles he-
fore building the program
imo a CAL champion and
South Jersey Fnalisx
“Right after those kids
ed their suphomore
said Bowta, "they made
a sirong commilment o pel
bever and win the league
championship. We decided
nl b enier a sumamer league
bt imstead, W practce ev-
ery night and set wp a few
serimmages. | wis working
twio jobs that surmmer and
could only be there some
nights, Dave took on the

bulk of the responsibility
and, five night a week for
three or fours hours. he
worked with those kids in
the gvme I'm comvinced that
one of the major reasons
those guys — Jon Evans, Rob
Highbee, Dinny Williams,
Mike (¥ Brien, Pete Medica,
Chris  Meade, Tommy
Addamneon, ol of them - e
major reason they improved
50 much and were able to
witl those two champion-
ships was the work Dreve did
with them that suomer”

OF covarse, il vou hiwd asked
Lewis about his contribu-
ton, he  would  have
downplayed it. He always
seemed more combortable
giving credit 10 others than
receiving il himself.

Another event that Lewis
enjoyed was All Star Satur-
day, whether it was walch-
ing the young eighth grad-
ers play. secing the former
plavers battle in an alumni
anme of witching the hest
of the CAL scniors tangle.
In 2004, his Falcons were
division champs and he got
to coach in the game in
Ventnor, That same year, he
deleated Wil dwoad
Catholic's Dave DeWeese
and Eh'|:'.;_111‘ flt}:'_:i Jul

Bruno in the copches three-
point shootowt, making 10
straight in the finals. From
Man Byenes o Rvan Statos
ton Alex Nelson, Lewis nl-
ways cncouraged his senior
players o make sure All Star
Satordiy was one of the all
star games they chose ot the
end of the season.

Partly because of his fomd-
ness for All Star Satunday, ull
future the most valoable
plavers in e Dixie Howell
Boys Classic will be pre-
semed with the Dave Lewis
Moemorial Award, Dixie and
Drave would have been good
together,

Earlicr this vear, Lewis re-
ceived Charlie
Iinsmore Couorage Award
from the Phikadelphia Chap-
ter of the Coaches versus
Cancer. Dimsmore was a
former Oeean City sammer
resident who also died from
the disease. Temple coach
Fram Dunphy and Sy
Joseph's  conch Phil
Martelli showed up at an
[rakeresl game Lhis year to
imform him of the honor
When the story abouwt his
award and a plaoto appearcd
om the back page of the
Philadelphia Daily News,

Lewis only wanted 1o talk

Tewn Wiilanvs

Daave Lewis and his son, David, posed for this photo after
the 3-point shostout competition held during the 2004

All-Star Saturday event.

about the Fact that his son,
David, got to be in the
phota with him

Lewis lefi a highly-paid
position in hospital admin-
istration (o become a
teacher and high school
coach. In a profession filled
with screamers. he was sofi-
spoken and unassuming
When his players first met
Lews, they were not over-
whelmed by his presence
He wus not the former high
school star who tossed in 20
poinls a game or threw
down jaming dunks, He was
the guy who worked hard w
learn the effense and played

ageressive defense so he
could get more minutes o
the court in high school.
And he evemtually con-
vinged them (o approach
the game pretty much the
Same way

In just seven vears as i
head coach, Tewis tupht the
Cape-Atlantic League bas-
ketball commumity a lor, His
dedication to the game, his
thorough appmach 1o prepa-
rition amd his enjoyment of
the competition and the ca-
maraderic wene an cxample
I eVeEryOnc

W are all beter for know-
ing Dave Lewis.



